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The Indians of Brazil are dying. 
Tucked away at the edge of our con- 
sciousness, virtually obscured by 
other minorities who claim our time, 
they are little more than a decade 
away from total extermination. 


Not only in Brazil are they dying, but 
in the whole of South America. The 
process of extermination, though 
little documented, is no less real. 


This process could be impeded, even 
stopped. But more likely than not, 
we will merely allow it to happen, 
collect a few more mementoes, write 
a few more books about it, and 
mourn a little for the ‘“ Vanished 
Indian ” when it is done. 


Vast Operation 


Yet there is one faint hope. If it is in 
our nature to neglect the “ inevi- 
table’, it is also in our nature to be 
shocked on those rare occasions when 
the meaning of the inevitable is fre- 
sented to us in its true guise and 
with its proper description. 


In the case of the disappearing South 
American tribal Indians, the words we 
have to use are: genocide, torture, 
murderous venality. And the occasion 
to take stock of ourselves arrived 
with the publication in March this 
year of the Figueiredo Report, an 
Inquiry into the Workings of the 
Service for the Protection of the 
Indians, set up in Brazil in 1910 by 
a man who became a follower of 
Gandhi—Marshal Rondon. 


The Inquiry was carried out by 12 
small Commissions under the direc- 
tion of Jader De Figueiredo (a 
lawyer) and at the request of the 
Brazilian Ministry of the Interior. It 
was provoked by a number of 
accusations of ill-treatment of Brazil’s 
indigenous people made in recent 
years, and especially an accusation 
last October by the then Home Min- 
ister, Porto Sobrinho, that ‘‘ members 
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RIGHT: Progress in Amazonas. Tech- 
nicians from ICOMI, an industrial 
consortium formed by American 
businessmen and a few Brazilian 
financiers to exploit manganese 
deposits, build a railway line 130 miles 
long through thick jungle. One small 
part of what the Brazilian Minister for 
Home Affairs has called an “ acceler- 
ating process of aggression” against 
the Indians. Photo by Yves Manciet, 
from his book Land of Tomorrow: An 
Amazon Journey (Oliver & Boyd). 
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the Indians (SPI) have committed 
every crime in the penal code ”’. 


The Commission investigators 
travelled over 12,000 miles took five 
months, and brought back a Report 
weighing about 17 stone They pro- 
duced abundant evidence to indict 714 
officers of the SPI, and _ their 
immediate predecessor , for corrup- 
tion, theft, and bribery, together with 
charges of committing, or permitting, 
the enslavement, prostitution, kid- 
napping, and murder of thousands of 
Indians. 


The full story will never te told, since 
so many of 
disappeared, died, or themselves been 


murdered. But it is clear from the , 


amount of evidence tne Commission 
was able to produce that the exter- 
mination of Brazil’s original inhabi- 
tants constitutes one of this century’s 
supreme crimes against humanity. 


The Brazilian Minister of the Interior, 
on seeing the evidence, accused the 
SPI of a “vast operation of genocide 
against the tribes of the Amazon and 
the Mato Grosso”. 


If is estimated that SPI officials 
accumulated 160 million dollars in 
the past 20 years by killing off 
Indians or forcing them to leave land 
given them by the Government, 
which could then be sold to Jand- 
agents—while the ex-Head of the 
Service, Major Luis Vinhais Neves, 
alone made an estimated 400,000 
age largely from bribes and shady 
eals. 


No Punishment 


But appalling though the Figueiredo 
Report is, it raises questions whose 
implications are even more disquiet- 
ing. There is, first of all, the fact that 
anthropologists—such as Vilma 
Chiara, author of ‘“‘ Massacre of the 
Indians ” in this issue of Peace News 
—have levelled similar charges for 
several years against employers, land- 
buyers, rubber-planters, farmers, and 
“ adventurers ”’. 


One estimate puts the number of un- 
official “ inquiries ” at 150 in the last 
20 years (The Times, 5 April 1968). 
Yet none of these inquiries received 
more than cursory treatment (often 
by the corrupt SPI itself) and no one 
parse of a criminal act was pun- 
ished. 


Worse still, the Brazilian Govern- 
ment acted with what seems 
deliberate dilatoriness. Six com- 
muniques passed between the Min- 
ister of Home Affairs and the 
Minister of Justice, before the latter 
considered any ‘further action "— 
during which time some of the more 


the witnesses have 


EXTERMINATION 


of the Service for the Protection of = 


= 


in the Figueiredo Report, including 
Vinhais Neves himself, had ‘“ disap- 
peared ”. 


Agence France Presse reported from 
Rio De Janeiro on March 21 this year 
that an old Government Minister and 
an old Minister of State were impli- 
cated in the massacre of various 
Indians, but that “ official circles still 
refuse to give their names ”’. Minister 
of Justice Albuquerque had ordered 
that names be with-held—in order 
“not to interfere with legal pro- 
cedure”. 


Later. the Opposition newspaper, 
Correiro Da Manha, asking its readers 
not to “throw all the stones at the 
SPI officials”, named Juract Magal- 
haes, an old Minister of the Castelo 
Branco Government, as one of those 
implicated. Magalhaes was Governor 
of Bahia State 30 years ago, at the 


than 130 officials specifically accused 
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time that Patachos tribes-people were 
deliberately dynamited from the air. 


In March this year, another news- 
paper, Ultima Hora, also accused 
Bahian politicians of ‘‘ genocidal” 
acts. The Government denied these 
specific charges, and indeed on March 
28 (according to Jornal Do Brasil) 
“ officially denied the accusations of 
the [Figueiredo] Commission of In- 
quiry as to the killings carried out 
by the SPI”. 


Separately, an official of the 
Brazilian Embassy in London, who 
spoke to.me a few weeks after the 
publication of the Report, insisted 
that virtually all the crimes which 
recent members of the SPI committed 
were simply those of bribery and 
corruption. 
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Letter 

to 
President 
Costa 

E Silva 

of 


Brazil 


Vilma Chiara 


A Note On 
Vilma Chiara 


Vilma Chiara is Curator of the 
Ethnology Museum in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil. For 15 years, mostly with 
her late husband Harold Schulz, 
she lived among Indians in the 
Amazonian forest, and in the 
savannah of Central Brazil. At 
present she is living in France, 
finishing a thesis on the Kraho 
Indians, whom she mentions in 
this article, which puts con- 
temporary atrocities against the 
Indians in an historical perspective. 
Her article here, written  ex- 
clusively for Peace News, has been 
edited and translated from the 
.French by Roger Moody. 


‘AT THE COST OF UNSPEAKAB 


French ethnologists, and foreign ethnologists 
residing in France, take the liberty of addressing 
you, to express their profound emotion and 
despair at learning through the press of the con- 
clusions of the recent Inquiry which has _con- 
demned the Service for the Protection of the 
Indians. 


We are mindful of the fact that, since the begin- 
ning of the colonial era, such crimes were, and 
continue to be, the responsibility of all mankind. 
It is not within the jurisdiction of any country to 
set itself up as a special judge over another. Each 
time that one fraction of humankind finds itself 
exploited, oppressed, or massacred by those 
stronger and more powerful, it is Man himself, 
and therefore each one of us, who must be set in 
the dock. 

Nonetheless, ethnologists feei themselves bound, 
in a very special way, to those little indigenous 
groups who, at the cost of unspeakable suffering, 
have held up to us the high example of an 
humanity which is conscious of its modesty, 
respectful of other forms of society, and of a 
reasonable balance between all manifestations of 
nature and life. 

By applying themselves tenaciously to ways of life 
which were those of mankind tens and hundreds 
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SUFFERING’ 


of thousands of years ago, these people do not 
only give us an important moral lesson. By their 
sacrifice, they also offer us the unique opportunity 
of knowing our true nature, before the whirl- 
wind of mechanical civilisation, which carries us 
along, has disfigured us for ever. 


By virtue of the fact that such groups still exist 
in Brazil, your country should be committed to 
them—but not out of charity. Brazil is responsible 
to all humanity for the sacred message which these 
societies with-hold from us, and which we still 
wait to hear, so long as they are unable freely to 
decide their own destiny. 


Punishment of the guilty, which the conscience of 
the world demands, will be of no use at all, unless 
it offers every one of us the solemn opportunity to 
return to ourselves—to understand that, unless we 
respect man in all his humblest forms, in all his 
beliefs and customs, however offensive or strange 
they appear to us, it is humanity itself which we 
dishonour, and which we expose to the gravest 
perils. 

CLAUDE LEVI-STRAUSS 

ALFRED METRAUX 

VILMA CHIARA 

And Others 


PARIS, 26 MARCH 1968 
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Everywhere in the world, misfortunes 
of the native populations have begun 
the moment Europeans discovered 
the possibility of exploiting “new 
lands” and their natural resources. 
Brazil is no exception. 


Nearly 500 years ago, the Portuguese 
travelled to the East Coast of South 
America to collect its red wood. From 
this raw material a red dye could 
be extracted which was cheaper and 
more plentiful than the red shells of 
the Mediterranean which they had 
used till then. 


The official declaration of the dis- 
covery and possession of these ter- 
ritories was made in 1500. The 
Portuguese, however, could not in 
practice control the whole of the sea- 
board, and soon other sailors started 
a very profitable, but piratical, com- 
merce in the area. 


Indians living on the coasts had to 
strike “bargains” with the Portu- 
guese, the French, the English, the 
Dutch, and the Spanish, in turn, help- 
ing them load pieces of red wood 
on to their ships. 


iratting—f POWER PLANTS 
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But since each group of seamen had 
its own favourite port and tribe, it 
was not long before the European 
pirates, by allying themselves with 
one band of natives rather than 
another, provoked wars between 
them. 


The situation became so dangerous 
that King Manuel of Portugal was 
forced to send colonisers to the 
country to establish guard-posts and 
repel the pirates. 


Savage Co/onisers 


Tribal wars, however, were not the 
only factor in the early destruction of 
the Indians. When the Portuguese 
colonialists set up their sugar planta- 
tions, the Indians in the coastal re- 
gions began to disappear. Forcibly 
domesticated and used as slaves, they 
all either allowed themselves to die 
or else fled into the interior. Soon 
only a few half-castes remained on 
the coast. 


By the 18th Century, the’ small im- 
poverished town of Sao Paulo was 
occupied largely by half-castes. They 
had learned the language and tribal 
secrets of an Indian mother, but had 
acquired the zeal for gold and pre- 
cious stones of a European father. 


Hard, and without scruples, these 
men thrust into the unknown interior: 
if they found any gold they would 
return to the coast with numerous 
slaves to work the plantations. 


The Amazonas suffered this sort of 
penetration from the earliest days of 
their discovery. With their legends of 
Eldorado and the “golden city of 
Manaus”, they attracted the most 
savage of adventurers and Portuguese 
colonisers. The gold mines of Minas 
Gerais, Mato Grosso, and the Goias 
were considered important enough to 
justify the destruction of the tribes 
surrounding them. 


Stock-breeding advanced into the very 
heart of the country, pushing the vil- 
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forests and up the rivers to their 
source, often involving them in mortal 
combat to defend their lands. ‘ For 
the virtually defenceless Indian [the 
discovery of gold] was the beginning 
of the end of his existence as an 
independent entity—the beginning of 
the process of annihilation and 
assimilation.” (Gilbert Phelps, Travels 
in Brazil, 1964.) 


Such action against the Indians 
reached the point where black slaves 
had to be introduced from Africa to 
replace the indigenous labourer who 
had been made so scarce. And for 
the next 200 years—despite laws 
brought in by the Portuguese 
Government to protect them, despite 
the abolition of slavery in 1888—the 
Indians continued to be persecuted 
systematically. 


Diseases carried into South America 
from Europe began to kill off the 
tribes-people in their hundreds, 
while the introduction of clothes 
which were inadequately washed 
provided other sources of infection. 
As one priest in Amazonas has put 
it, ‘Tuberculosis and clothes seem 
to go together”. (Quoted in H. M. 
Moore, Tears of the Sun God, 1965.) 


Useless Ground 


Villages which came under the in- 
fluence of the missionaries or suc- 
ecumbed to the profit-motive, or to 
money as a source of prestige, soon 
lost their primitive hegemony. A 
society shaken in its structure could 
no longer offer moral values to its 
individuals, nor any security—nor, by 
the same token, any reason for living. 


Alcoholism, lack of respect for one’s 
fellows, and the nothingness of a 
hopeless existence transformed once- 
calm and self-assured individuals into 
neurotics and malcontents. 


The beginning of the 20th Century 
marked another threat to the tribes: 
the systematic encroachment of farms 
on to the interior. Lands occupied by 
the Indians in Southern Brazil were 
taken over by Italians arriving at Sao 
Paulo to work the coffee plantations. 


Coffee was cultivated on enormous 
tracts of land, and this not only re- 
sulted in the disappearance of the 
Indians living there but very quickly 
drained the fertile soil of its nourish- 
ment. 


The system of plantation used by the 
settlers in 1800—and still used today 
—is essentially that of the Indians. 
The forest is cut down, tree trunks 
are burned standing, and soil is used 
without fertilisers fill it is exhausted. 


After this, a new piece of land is 
chosen. And so the advance continues, 
leaving in its wake ground which is 
almost useless. 


Such a method naturally has met the 
opposition of the Indians, and 
European immigrants to the Brazilian 
south are known to have employed 
men specifically to massacre entire 
tribes. 

News of atrocities perpetrated in one 
area or another gradually began, 
50 years ago, to horrify the inhabi- 
tants of large towns like Sao Paulo 
and Rio de Janeiro. Though there 
were those who wished to give free 
rein to the advance of “ civilisation ”, 


there were also humanitarians who 
defended the right to life of both 
partige and demanded peace between 
them. 


Among these was Captain Rondon of 
the Brazilian Army. Several times in 
his own expeditions through the 
forest and in various contacts with 
ageressive Indians, he had shown that 
peace was possible. His motto was 
“ Die, but never kill.” 


Rapid Depletion 


Together with his unruly contingent 
of convict soldiers, he not only con- 
structed a telegraph wire between 
Mato Grosso and the Amazonas but 
also succeeded in crossing territory 
belonging to the Nambikwara Indians. 
In 1911, the Service for the Pro- 
tection of Indians (SPI)—founded by 
President Getulio Vargas—was given 
over to his care. 


For the next 20 years, foundations 
for peace were laid in the most 
difficult places. Indians who had been 
“ pacified” were assisted in any way 
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compatible with the confines of an 
impoverished economy. The SPI man- 
aged to consolidate some of the tribal 
groups, prevent them from being 
attacked, and above all, to ‘“ demar- 
cate”’ their territory and guarantee 
them the living space they needed. 


Yet despite all Rondon’s idealism, and 
that of some other Army officers, the 
Indians never recovered from the 
shock dealt them by the discovery of 
their country. They continued to 
diminish rapidly. The ethnographic 
map of the country, at the start of the 
1930s, shows the banks of the Amazon, 
as far as the southern States and 
Minas Gerais, as well as large parts of 
the interior, completely devoid of 
population. 


In 1911 the situation was desperate, 
but the SPI could still have inter- 
vened to reconcile the needs of the 
“two worlds”. Gradually, however, 
the Service allowed itself to be cor- 
rupted by cupidity, and by the 1950s 
its directors had closed their eyes to 
the “scouring” (or massacring) of 
Indians in areas the size of France. 


Business enterprises wishing to sell 
land would fly the farmers over the 
areas and allow them to pick out 
the pieces they wanted. The seller 
promised to “scour” all that had 
been bought: well-armed men would 
go in on foot, silently encircle, and 
then slaughter all the inhabitants, 
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OPPOSITE: This map of Brazil, from 
Brazil Special Report in The Times on 
November 2, shows the areas covered 
by the new “development agencies ” 
of SUDAM (for Amazons} and 
SUDENE (for the North-East). These 
have been set up to encourage “ effect- 
ive national occupation”, according 
to an official statement, and to provide 
“ technieal and financial assistance to 
public agencies and private entre- 
preneurs ”’. 


ABOVE: An aerial view of the Kul- 
uene River, part of the Mato Grosso 
in Brazil. With its legends of fabulous 
riches, and an entire city of gold, this 
vast hinterland has long been a stamp- 
ing ground for explorers, adventurers, 
and exploiters. Photo by Emil Schul- 
thess, from his book The Amazon: A 
Photographic Survey (Collins). 

LEFT: Indians of the Bororo Tribe. 
Fifty years ago they were 5,000 in 
nuiuber. Now they are estimated at 
200. Photo by Claude Levi-Strauss, 
from his book Tristes Tropiques 
(Editions Plon, France). 


(a) 


Bob Overy writes: The Federal 
Nigerian military invasion of Biafra 
is the cowardly act of failed states- 
men and politicians, and must be 
named as such. 


But the British Government’s support 
for this invasion can also be attacked 
on its own terms. Its policy can be 
seen to have been a complete failure, 
and should therefore be abandoned. 


What are the immediate objectives of 
the British Government in support of 
the Federal Army? To see the Biafra 
secession ended as quickly as pos- 
sible. For there to be a minimum of 
casualties and suffering. To prevent 
Russia gaining a substantial footing 
in Nigeria. To protect British invest- 
ments. And to prevent secession by 
other regions within Nigeria or within 
other African countries. 


These objectives have only to be spelt 
out for the abysmal failure of British 
policy to become apparent. First, the 
original invasion of Biafra by 
Federal troops was to have been a 
“police operation” which would 
take a forinight. It has now taken 
16 months, and still seems no closer 
to “ success”. 


Second, two million people have 
already been killed in the fighting, or 
through starvation. Ten thousand 
Biafrans are estimated to be dying 
each day of starvation. By December, 
this figure is expected to be 25,000. 


Third, Russia is reported to have just 
concluded a technical aid agreement 
with Federal Nigeria, including the 
building of a £50 million steelworks. 
The Sun of November 16 reports 
growing Soviet influence in Nigerian 
trade unions and student bodies. 
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Biafra: British 


The British Cabinet is “ getting 
alarmed about Russian interference ”’, 
says the Sun. ‘They fear that the 
Russians may move into a position 
whereby they could endanger 
Britain’s £300 million investment in 
Nigeria—mainly oil wells and instal- 
lations.” 


“The Russians have taken full 
advantage of the good-will generated 
by their supplying fighter-planes and 
small arms to the Nigerians to use 
against Biafra.” A large complement 
of Soviet journalists, and a propa- 
ganda bookshop, have recently 
arrived in Lagos. 


YORUBA SECESSION 


Fourth, the longer the present war 
goes on, the more British investments 
in Nigeria and Biafra are threatened, 
the less return British companies are 
getting on their investments, and the 
more British prestige is under attack 
all over the world. 


And fifth, there is no obvious reason 
why the Yoruba tribe of the Western 
region of Nigeria should be expected 
also to secede if Biafra manages to 
establish its independence and gains 
widespread diplomatic recognition. If 
the Yoruba really do intend to secede, 
their best opportunity is during the 
present war. 


If, however, Biafra does establish her 
independence, then the Western re- 
gion will become potentially much 
more influential within the Federa- 
tion. No evidence has been presented 
by the British Government of those 
minorities in other African countries 
aaa 


which would be encouraged by a 
Biafran “victory ” to-secede. 


If, then, British policy, on its own 
terms, is a complete failure, it has 
to be changed. The Government has 
two possibilities before it. 


The most likely move is “ more of the 
same”. No Government readily 
admits that it has been wrong. It gets 
trapped by past decisions. Britain will 
probably escalate its supply of arms 
to Federal Nigeria—as is already 
happening—and hope that the war 
ends quickly with a Federal victory. 


As the Sun said in its story of grow- 
ing Russian influence: “In practical 
terms these [Cabinet] suspicions of 
Soviet infiltration mean that the 
British Government is unlikely to halt 
or interrupt arms supplies to Nigeria 
for fear of allowing Russia to gain 
an even more favourable position.” 


But there is another option for the 
British Government. And that is to 
review the past decisions and assump- 
tions on which its disastrous policy 
up to now has been based. 


If it did this, it could decide that, 
since it cannot end the war quickly 
and easily, or stop the human disaster 
of thousands of deaths a day, or pre- 
vent the Russians coming in, or safe- 
guard British investments and world 
prestige by its present policy of 
diplomatic and military support for 
Federal Nigeria—therefore, it ought 
to try something completely 
different. 

This is particularly important when a 
large part of the British case rests 
on an assumption which is now 


widely regarded as false. That is, 
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that Britain, as a post-colonial nation, 
has the right to impose its own 
arbitrary concept of federal unity 
and national boundaries on Africa, 
and then defend to the death these 
unrealistic prescriptions. 


OUR ALTERNATIVE 


The alternative for the British 
Government has been spelled out 
several times already in Peace News. 
It is: To call for an immediate halt 
to the Federal advance. To cease 
arms supplies to Federal Nigeria 
immediately. To demand that the 
Federal Army lift its blockade of all 
relief routes forthwith. And to urge 
Biafra not to take advantage of any 
change in Federal policy to launch 
a new military offensive. 

We must, at this stage, add a fifth 
point. Britain should make massive 
reparations of food and materials to 
the peoples of Biafra and Nigeria. 
That can be our only legitimate in- 
terest in the area—to make amends 
for what we have done. Juggling with 
millions of lives on the basis of 
British self-interest is intolerable. 
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ENOCH POWELL PLAYS A DIRTY GAME 


TV INTERVIEWER: “What about 
the accusation that you cast slurs 
on coloured people with inadequate 
evidence? For example, you quote 
a woman of 80 who writes to you 
about ‘grinning wide-eyed pican- 
ninies’, and another from a ‘ dis- 
gruntled constituent ’ who says that 
“in 15 years the Blacks will have 
the whip-hand ’.” 

POWELL (ANGRILY): ‘“ What 
about the thousands of people who 
wrote to me after I had spoken, 
saying Yes—this is what we think? 
Is that not evidence? ” 


Bill Hillier writes: It doesn’t take a 
legal mind to see that this is not 
evidence. Yet that lie is at the heart 
of everything Powell says about im- 
migrants: if enough white people 
accuse them, they must be guilty. 

——_—_—_—_—SS EE 


Ball in 
the Doldrums 


No column this week. You get 

John Arden instead. If you all sent 

lots of money we’d have a bigger 

paper, and I wouldn’t get squeezed 

out. Anyone feel desperate enough 

to rob a bank? Back next week. 
JOHN BALL 

Cheques, etc, made out to Merfyn 

Turner, Treasurer, Peace News 

Ltd, at 5 Caledonian Road, N1. 

PACIFIST UNIVERSALIST SERVICE 

3.30 Sunday 24 November 

Essex Church Hall 

Palace Gardens Terrace 

Notting Hill Gate 

Discourse, Questions, Discussion 


There is. no longer any doubt that 
Powell is actually trying to stir up 
race hatred. His dirty stories about 
immigrants, apart from being untrue, 
are also unnecessary to his argument, 
which purports to be about numbers. 
His use of them is a_ calculated 
provocation, inviting ridicule, even 
prosecution. His aim is to make 
people talk, to prove that immigra- 
tion is the crisis issue. The rest can 
be left to the forces he imagines will 
be unleashed. - 


To answer Powell in kind is therefore 
to help him. There is a problem: but 
it is the problem of Powell, not the 
problem of immigration. As in the 
racialist campaigns of 1904, 1961, and 
1967, the “immigrant problem” de- 
pends entirely on the unscrupulous 
scaremongering of men like Powell 
with other axes to grind. 


Why has Powell emerged late in life 
as the champion of the racialists? A 
look at his career, and at ‘“ Powel- 
lism” as a political philosophy, can 
tell us a lot. 


JUNGLE CAPITALISM 


Powellism is in essence an economic 
system derived from a few crude 
axioms. He is a kind of capitalist 
fundamentalist: he wants to return 
to the days of “pure capitalism” 
which made Britain what it was (sic) 
—full mobility of labour, unemploy- 
ment, no Government interference or 
control of industry, etc. 


He has seen the Tory Party 
vacillate between his views and those 
of the moderates, and he has seen 
Edward Heath, a man he regards as 
his inferior, become the leader of the 
Party. 

Three years ago he attacked East of 
Suez policy, at that time Tory holy 
writ. A year later he became the 


opponent of the Prices and Incomes 
Policy, confident nevertheless that 
with union help the employers would 
win trials of strength. Earlier this 
year he ridiculed the international 
monetary system. 


These views all express his basic be- 
lief in liberating the full force of 
capitalist competition. And they all 
indicate a desire to outflank the Party 
hierarchy and establish personal 
grass-roots support. 

Like Hitler, his views have deceptive 
overlaps with some of the formulas 
of the Left. And like Hitler again, his 
views attract support because of their 
anti-Establishment flavour, their 
apparent lack of cant, and their wel- 
come simplicity. 

Powell’s main concern at the moment 
is to build himself up as one of the 


poles of politics. He believes that 
when Labour fails, people will veer 


I am no racialist. But when I say 

the State should not interfere with 

individuals, I refer to people, not 
Wogs. 


towards the opposite pole rather than 
towards another form of moderation. 


In the immigration issue he believes 
that he has found, at long last, the 
ideal issue on which to develop—and 
disguise the true nature of—this 
polarity. He can pose as the saviour 
of ordinary péople in face of a 
“ threat’ which their remote leaders 
will not recognise. 


ECONOMIC CRISIS 


The people, he thinks, can be relied 
on not to notice that the bandwagon 
they are jumping on is that of 
economic fundamentalism, which re- 
quires their division and disorienta- 
tion for its success. The tragedy is 
that the screams and abuse of the 
Powellites itself creates the illusion 
that the problem exists. 


Apart from being the only remaining 
road to power, there is another, more 
sinister and more speculative, pur- 
pose behind Powell’s calculations. He 
knows that, should he succeed in his 
ambitions and become Prime Minister, 
his economic policies will absolutely 
require a divided and _ diverted 
working-class movement in order to 
succeed. 


At all costs, any frontal battle be- 
tween labour and naked capitalist 
power will have to be avoided. There- 
fore, racial conflict for a Powell 
Government would be not a problem 
but an asset. 


Whether or not Powell will succeed 
is another matter. It looks as though 
he has miscalculated this time, and 
shot his bolt. It will take a serious 
economic crisis to make him really 
credible. So I suppose he should only 
be taken seriously if we’re headed 
towards that sort of crisis. Does any- 
one think we’re not? 


British press 
ignores 
world appeal 
for COs 


A world appeal for Conscientious 
Objection to Military Service to be 
recognised by the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights was 
launched this week by War Resisters 
International. 


The sponsors include Danilo Dolci, 
Paul Goodman, Benjamin Spock, 
Jayaprakash Narayan, Fenner Brock- 
way, and Martin Niemoller. Pre- 
dictably enough, the national press in 
Britain totally ignored the appeal. 


The wording of the petition, which 
is being issued in all 25 countries 
where the WRI has affiliated bodies, 
simply calls for the Commission ‘“ to 
recognise Conscientious Objection to 
Military Service as a Human Right”. 


Intentionally, no effort is made to 
define what is meant by Conscientious 
Objection—i.e. whether it must be to 
all war or to a particular war, 
whether it must be based on religious 
convictions, etc. 


The reason is to improve the pos- 
sibility of its being accepted by hard- 
line anti-CO countries such as Russia. 
“It’s the first step’, explained WRI 
Secretary Devi Prasad. “ Everywhere 
the first thing has been to allow re- 
ligious objectors, and it gets widened 
from there.” 


Kevin McGrath writes: What came to 
life in Derry last Saturday was that 
mythical beast, large-scale non- violent 
radical action. The sort of thing we’ve 
talked about and dreamed about. 
Long ago and far away it happened, 
and we don’t really expect to see it, 
any more than a church-goer expects 
to see his Parish Priest raising the 

dead. 


It was large-scale all right—at least 
15,000 in a town with under 60,000 
population and with less than one- 
and-a-half million people in the Six 
Counties. That sort of turn-up would, 
by proportion, give well over a 
million people marching in London. 


More important—it was radical and 
it was non-violent. I don’t just mean 
that there were hardly any punch-ups, 
and that, in spite of provocation from 
Paisleyites, the Civil Rights marchers 
were not provoked. 


The fact that the style of the demon- 
stration, and the mood, was opposed 
to violence, meant that it was 
possible to act in a way that was 
genuinely radical. 


On the night before the demonstra- 
tion, all the churches in Derry were 
packed for services calling for con- 
ciliation. Protestant representatives 
attended Catholic churches, Catholics 
attended Protestant churches. 


Taking part in the march on Satur- 
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day, alongside the Catholics who— 
in spite of gerrymandering which 
ensures a Unionist council—make up 
a majority in Derry, were Presby- 
terians, members of the Church of 
Ireland, and humanists. 


The pseudo-religious feud that has 
come close to ruining Ireland, and 
above all the Six Counties, may at last 
be about to be confronted and 
healed. 


NON-VIOLENT CAMPAIGN 


And from the success of the marchers 
in defying the police, and reaching 
their forbidden objective of a meet- 
ing within the Walls of Derry, with- 
out using violence (not even “non- 
violent pushing’) — so exposing the 


bankruptcy of Home _ Secretary 
William Craig, with his imposition of 
the ban “to avoid inevitable 


violence ’—has arisen the real prob- 
ability of a widespread campaign of 
non-violent guerrilla activity, in- 
volving rate strikes, tax-refusal, and 
the take-over of public buildings. 


Such a campaign was unanimously 
given the approval of the Northern 
Ireland Nationalist Party, at a special 
meeting last Sunday. : 


The moment of truth, in what Tony 
Smythe of the National Council for 


adical Action In Derry 


Civil Liberties described as “ the most 
impressive and moving demonstration 
I have ever seen”, came when the 
15,000 Civil Rights marchers stood at 
the end of the Craigavon Bridge, 
boundary to the area within the Walls 
of Derry which they had been for- 
bidden to enter. 


The Royal Ulster Constabulary stood 
shoulder to shoulder behind their 
crush barriers. Behind them their 
road-block of vans, and behind that a 
Square packed with Union Jack- 
waving Paisleyites. 


For 40 minutes the Civil Rights 
marchers gathered and stood, listen- 
ing to speakers from the roof of a 
van, and they grew restless. With 
linked arms, stewards—largely 
students from  Belfast’s People’s 
Democracy group—held steady. 


Then Ivan Cooper, the Protestant 
chairman of the Derry Citizens Action 
Committee stood on the van, and told 
the crowd to disperse—but to then 
make its own way to the Diamond, 
the Square within the city walls 
where the meeting was originally 
planned. 


And that is exactly what they did, 
completely outwitting the police, and 
demonstrating that indeed the streets 
do belong to the people, if they don’t 
imprison themselves. It was a long, 
long way from October 27. 


America’s 
Catholic 
Hierarchy 
Challenged 


The scene in the Washington hotel 
where the Roman _ Catholic 
hierarchy of America were meet- 
ing. These aren’t the Bishops—they 
are some of the 150 priests who 
took part in a sit-in and prayer 
vigil in support of priests who have 
‘been disciplined for dissenting 
from the Pope over birth control. 


Czech Resistance Continues? 


Kevin McGrath writes: The Czech- 
oslovak Communist Party—or at least 
its Central Committee—seems, in its 
three-day weekend meeting, to have 
given up the ghost of defiance, what 
with a resolution blaming “ right- 
wing and opportunistic forces” for 
failures in policy that led to the 
August invasion (at the same time 
sugaring the pill by blaming Novotny 
as well) and, in effect, demoting 
Dubcek. 

But the sit-in of about 60,000 students 
in their colleges and universities 
LE, See ATC TE aE ae 


PAT ARROWSMITH 
RELEASED 


Pat Arrowsmith was released on bail 
on Monday from Holloway Prison 
where she had been serving a six- 
month sentence for refusing to be 
bound over. Her appeal will be heard 
in about two months. Meanwhile she 
is free. 

Zl 


across the country, still going on as 
we go to press, and the resolution of 
1,000 journalists in Prague deploring 
the fact that “contact between the 
leaders and the people has been 
Steadily crippled ’, gives some linger- 
ing hope that there could be a re- 
awakening of the spirit of non-violent 
resistance,. which is Czechoslovakia’s 
only hope. 


STUDENT RESISTANCE 


Students are also bearing the brunt 
of what resistance there is in 
Czechoslovakia’s frank and com- 
radely invader Poland, where about 
15 ‘“ring-leaders ” from March’s War- 
saw demonstrations are due to go on 
secret trial in the next few days. 
They face charges of “ plotting with 
foreign Governments 
State’ (minimum sentence five years, 
no maximum). 


¢‘based World Union 
against the 


“S 


through, in anticipation of gathering 
world protest. Josef Dojezewand got 
24 years for leading an “opposition 
movement” in Warsaw University, 
and trying to shake public confidence 
in the Communist Party and Govern- 
ment. An “accomplice”, Slawomir 
Kretkowski, got 18 months. 


Of the 15 due next for trial (1,208 
were arrested in March, an unknown 
number are still being held) 12 are 
Jewish. In a country with only 20,000 
Jews left, half of them in Old People’s 
Homes, this must be the biggest coin- 
cidence of all time, if the Polish 
Government’s protestations of not 
being anti-semitic are believed. 


On Monday (November 18) there 
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22 November, Friday 


LONDON. 10 pm. ‘‘ Lamb and Flag'’, Rose 
Street off Garrick Street. Satirical Workshop 
present | show: ‘‘A Plague on both your 
Houses "’. 5s. 


SOUTHEND. 8 pm. The Assembly Hall, Civic 
Centre, Victoria Avenue. ‘Chemical and 
Biological Warfare, do you Know the Facts?” 
—public meeting. Chairman: Anthony Pearson- 
Clarke. Speakers: Jonathan Roser Dr 
Robert Smith, Dr Norman MacDonal 


23 November, catirdee 


BIRMINGHAM 15. 9.30 am to 5.30 pm. 58 
Edgbaston Park Road. ‘‘ Non-Violent Action in 
the Contemporary World''—Nigel Young, 
George Clark, Geoffrey Ostergaard. Fee 10s, 

LONDON WC1. 11 am. NUFTO Hall, 14 Jockey's 
Rowe c. off Theobalds Road. Conference. 


MANCHESTER. Methodist 
Central Hall, Oldham Street. Bread and Cheese 
lunch. FoR, OXF. AM, IVS, CMP 


25 November, Monday 
LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. Dick Sheppard House, 


6 Endsleigh Street. Soa eka ‘Towards a 
Non-Violent Society ’’ 


26 November, Tuesday 


BIRMINGHAM. 7.30 pm. ‘‘ The Cro own ™ Cor- 
poration Street. Discuseion Group: ‘‘ Class and 
Revolution ’’. Speaker: Godfrey Featherstone. 


28 November, Thursday 


LONDON Eil. 8 pm. Friends House, Bush ea 
Open meeting: Muriel Barnard—*‘‘ Trip 
Canada "’, E10/E11 PPU. 
LONDON NW3. 7.30 pm. Friends Meeting Lea 
120 Heath Street. Film show: ‘' The East is 
Red '’", SACU 
LONDON Ws. 6.30 to 10 pm. Commonwealth 
Institute, Kensington High Street. International 
Ramdhu n, the second in a_serifes honouring 
Mahatma Gandhi during Gandhi Centenary 
Year. Opening speaker: Lady Pamela Hicks on 
‘Hope for Humanity '’. Adm free. 
LONDON WS. 7.30 pm. Royal Garden Hotel, 
Kensington High St. Demonstrate against 
Powell, Nov 4 Committee. 


H-Bomb Survivor 
plans to visit US 


After visiting Eastern Europe and 
Scandinavia, Mr Nii, Hiroshima 
survivor and leukemia victim, is back 
in Britain. He now plans to complete 


12 noon to pm. 


were demonstrati in__numoerols 
S$ co-ordinated by the Lon on-~his world tour, aimed at bringing 


of 
Students, 
-light vigils b Jewish 
tile students were held in London 


Jewish home to people ‘the effects of nuclear 
in protest at the trials. weapons, by visiting the Americas. 
- A sum of £300 is needed to get him 


and his car across the Atlantic. Dona- 


Already, according to Victor Zorza in throughout the night outside the tions to: Mr Nii Tour Fund, c/o CND, 


the Guardian for November 15, a 
number of trials have been rushed 


Polish Embassy and outside the 
Ambassador’s Hampstead home. 


14 Grays Inn Road, London’ WCI, pay- 
able to Masashi Nii. 
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using portable machine-guns 
“piripiri”. These weapons were 
handed over in secret to the land- 
agents by high officials in the 
Brazilian Army. 


In 1962, Robin Bryans discovered that 
real-estate companies were evading 
Government restrictions on the 
amount of land any one person could 
purchase by having literally hundreds 
of nominal owners whose rights of 
ownership had been obtained for a 
suitable fee. ‘“The whole area has 
now been bought up by this means 
from the State of Mato Grosso... 
There [are] rumours from Rio de 
Janiero that land is being sold 
‘guaranteed free’ from Indians. No 
less than 80 Indians were said to have 
disappeared at once from one area.” 
(Robin Bryans, Fanfare for Brazil, 
1962.) 


Evidence about hundreds of crimes 
—neglected or actually committed— 
by officials of the SPI has now been 
revealed in the Figueiredo Report, 
presented to the Brazilian Govern- 
ment last March. And yet, deeds such 
as those described above have long 
been well-known to all those con- 
nected with the exploitation of coffee, 
to those who live in the capital of 
Mato Grosso, and indeed to everyone 
who has travelled in the region. 


Anthropologists protested to the SPI, 
but it remained silent—or else tried 
to reassure people by saying that it 
was “all exaggeration’, or lies. The 
inertia of the Service, and the cor- 
ruption which came to embrace more 
and more of its officials, encouraged 
abuses against Indians throughout the 
country. 


Leper Island 


“ Pacified” tribes were stripped of 
their land: the men were appallingly 
exploited in atrociously paid work’: 
the women were submitted to prosti- 
tution: children and their parents, ex- 
posed to epidemics, were left to die 
without medical assistance. 


In addition, there was starvation— 
crocodile and fur-hunters having 
caused the game to vanish—among 
tribes-people whose only source of 
protein had been the animals. 


There have also been victims of the 
caoutchouc production (India-rubber) 
which is carried out in Amazonas on 
tracts of land as large as Holland or 
Denmark. Straw-covered buildings are 
placed at the mouths of rivers both 
as a supply-post for the seringueiros 
(or tree-tappers) and as a guard-post 
to prevent them from leaving the 
forest if they fall into debt. 


Since the merchandise they can pur- 
chase is expensive, and their labour 
is cheap, the seringueiros become 


*In 1962, Jesco von Puttkamer obtained photo- 
aphs of Kayabi Indians whose arms had 
een tattooed with numbers, to facilitate 

identification In the event of their escape from 

rubber plantations on the Rio Sao Manuel 

(reported: Anti-Slavery Society, January 1966). 


or 


veritable prisoners. This is what has 
happened to the Tukuna Indians, who 
are compelled to give up—from their 
own land—every product at the 
guard-post and who receive valueless 
objects in return as a ‘‘ payment”. 


The High Amazonas is also a region 
of leprosy—a disease unknown to the 
Tukunas before the advent of 
“ civilisation’ but from which they 
have suffered several times. The 
lepers have simply been gathered to- 
gether and thrown on to an island— 
completely alone—where, if they do 
not die of their disease, they will die 
of hunger. 


Diamond Hunters 


The victims of the caoutchouc ex- 
ploitation are so numerous that it is 
impossible to recount all their 
miseries. Among these unfortunates, 
there is a recently “ pacified” tribe 
called the Pacas Novos of Rondona 
State (adjacent to South-West 
Amazonas). Attacked by armed 
seringueiros, they have been deprived 
of their game, prevented from living 
freely in the forest: they have been 
put like animals into filthy huts, a 
skeletal and demoralised people, 
where they wait simply to die off. 


The Bororo, inhabitants of Brazil’s 
green savannah lands, is a tribe that 
has suffered a similar fate. Small 
groups of them now live around re- 
ligious missions or Indian posts. The 
missionaries—Italian Benedictines— 
have made, and are still making, 
attempts to convert them, but in doing 
so they have caused irreparable 
damage to the delicate social 
mechanisms of the Indians. 


The missionaries have altered the 
Bororo villages by placing the houses 
side by side, as in a street, instead 
of in the customary circle. They have 
forbidden the Bororo’s religious 
customs and compelled men and 
women to marry, even when this is 
against their ancestral laws. 


The young have lost respect for their 
fathers, while loss of respect for the 
tribal laws—quashed by the priests 
—has encouraged them to disregard 
the new laws imposed on them. 


In the Indian posts, on the other 
hand, misery has been drowned in 
alcohol—a state of affairs that the 
Post’s personnel have been unable to 
prevent. Nor have they been able to 
defend the Bororo from diamond 
hunters who have over-run_ the 
territory for several years and have 
even prevented them from going to 
nearby rivers to fish or to look for 
drinking-water. 

Fifty years ago the Bororo numbered 
about 5,000. Now, it is estimated, 
there are no more than 200 of them. 
(H. M. Moore, op cit.) 


Diamond-hunters and other adven- 
turers disturb Indians even more who 
do not belong to protection posts. In 
such areas, the diamond hunters have 
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ORINOCO—An Indian at one of the 
Missions on this river. Says Vilma 
Chiara: “Everywhere that the 
Indians have encountered civilisa- 
tion, misery has been the inevitable 
outcome.” Photo by Alfred Boeld- 
eke, from his book With Graciela to 
the Head-Hunters (Barrie Books). 


on their route have been savagely 
raped. Children have been thrown in 
the air and impaled on large knives. 
One young girl was tied by the feet 
to a high branch, her belly cut open, 
and disembowelled as one disem- 
bowels a corpse. 


Such finesse of sadism, worthy of 
Dante, was actually photographed 
by those who perpetrated it, and the 
photograph seen by an Austrian 
ethnologist in the area in 1963. He 
tried to draw the attention of the 
Brazilian authorities to it, but with no 
result. 


Everywhere that the Indians have 
encountered civilisation, misery has 
been the inevitable outcome. In 
addition to the examples I have 
described, the Figueiredo Report con- 
firms that ambitious whites have ex- 
tended their territory by dynamiting 
the villages of Cintas Largas (Wide 
Belt Indians) and by offering sugar, 
poisoned with arsenic, to the Beico 
de Pau (Wooden Lips). 


Stock-rearers in the savannah have 
profitted by setting one “allied” or 
friendly people, the Kraho, against 
the others, helping the conflict by 
supplying them with arms. 


The‘Kraho were saved from extinction 
in 1940 by General Rondon (as he 
then was) but there is no doubt that 
the whites will try to exterminate the 
tribe once again if the Government’s 
vigilance wanes. 


The day has now come, however, 
when it is impossible for the 
Brazilian authorities to ignore these 
mounting atrocities any further. The 
Figueiredo Report, undertaken by 
Army officers and headed by a lawyer, 
has made the scandal a public one. 


Those responsible have been arrested 
—including high Army officers, 


Government servants from several 
committed bestial outrages. Villages 
States, and above all, members of the. 
Service for the Protection of Indians 
itself (which is now disbanded). 


The new Service, called the Indian 
Foundation, is a union of representa- 
tives from several Services. But all of 
them have something to do with 
economic development, apart from 
one anthropologist. I predict that he 
will be the only person really to fight 
for the Indians. 


The others are more concerned with 
“development ”"—in other words, 
fighting against the minorities. Not 
understanding the tribes, they are 
likely to force them to adapt to the 
national economy—and, what is 
worse, their culture. 


True Specialists 


The Brazilian Government still con- 
siders the Indians to be “ minors” 
and their “tutors” to be the 
members of the Indian Service. This 
attitude has to be changed. Brazil 
is such a huge country that the in- 
evitable question is: Why cannot the 
Indians be left alone? 


They could integrate with the rest of 
the country at their own time and 
pace, if left to themselves. In this, 
they could and should be helped by 
anthropologists, so as not to lose the 
positive traits of their society. When 
will it be recognised that it is the 
anthropologists, working from within 
the tribe, who constitute the true 
specialists? , 

Yet facts have to be faced. Nothing 
can now stop the Brazilian Govern- 
ment from exploiting and developing 
its resources, and making cultural 
changes at increasing speed. We can 
only hope that, if nothing else, the 
life and land belonging to the 
Indians, that has not yet been 
entirely squandered, will now be 
saved. 


To this end, the vigilance of the inter- 
national press, and others throughout 
the world, is of paramount impor- 
tance. 
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That this is not true is clear from the 
Figueiredo Inquiry. Those implicated 
in acts of murder and terrorism over 
the last 20 years have apparently had 
active help and support from the 
Brazilian Army, as well as members 
of past Governments and State 
Administrations. 


The continued prevarication of the 
present Brazilian Government sug- 
gests that some of those culpable are 
still in high positions, and so cannot 
be named without sparking off a pol- 
itical scandal. 


US Investment 


Ironically, of all South American 
States with large populations of 
Indians, Brazil has perhaps the best 
reputation for decent treatment of its 
minorities. As Paul Montgomery, 
writing in The New York Times (24 
March 1968) has put it: 


“While abuses have been enor- 
mous, official policy has usually 
been on the Indians’ side. In 1879, 
for an example of the opposite, 
Argentina waged a relentless war 
against its indigenous inhabitants. 
They were ail killed without 
apology or remorse.” 


But policy is one thing, and practice 
another. I, for one, have never come 
across a dossier of inhumanity to rival 
Figueiredo’s. Even Sir Roger Case- 
ment’s shocking revelations of cruelty 
to Putumayo Indians in Peru in 1913 
make mild reading in comparison. 


The fact that it took 30 years before 
acts “known to everyone in the 
know” were officially revealed, de- 
nounced (and of course denied): the 
fact that one Government department 
had to investigate another’ to expose 
crimes affecting tens, if not hundreds 
of thousands, of one’s fellow human 
beings—this is inexcusable. 


Moreover, the fact that Brazil stands 


near the forefront of South American 
nations for its attitude to the Indians 
must inspire great fear for what is 
going on, at this very moment, in 
Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Columbia, 
Paraguay, and other parts of Central 
America where an estimated 14 to 30 
million tribes-people still live. 


But it is not only the internal break- 
down in these countries with which 
we have to be concerned. The United 
States, which already has enormous 
stakes in South American develop- 
ment, invests 300 million dollars of 
“tied”? US AID in Brazil each year 
alone. And Government grants are 
only marginal when compared with 
some of the investments made by 
private interests. 

America, for example, has an esti- 
mated 1,300 million dollars-worth of 
such investments. And according to 
Juan Cobo (New Times, 14 April 
1968) the extermination of the 
Indians became concerted and ‘“‘ mas- 
sive” only when “ agricultural and 
mining companies, including foreign, 
primarily American firms, began to 
evince heightened interest in the 
wealth of the Amazon valley... By 
now at least one-fifth of Brazil’s 
territory has been sold to  for- 
eigners ”. 


Outright Slaughter 


New Times is a _ pro-Communist 
journal, but American authorities 
seem willing to go at least part of the 
way in supporting its allegations. The 
American Embassy in Brazil, for ex- 
ample, has admitted that enterprises 
like United Farm Co-operatives, 
United Finances and Production Co- 
operative Inc, and Commercial 
United Co-op Ltd hold properties in 
Brazil totalling over 1.5 million 
hectares. 


Further, 
Ultima 


Brazilian newspaper, 
mentioned on 


the 
Hora, 


Unless Peace Comes 


OPEN FORUM 
ON DISARMAMENT 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 30 


Admission 6s (including tea) 
2-8.30 pm: Friends House, Euston Road NW1 


Science: Damned or Saved ? 


Living With Nuclear Power 


Chemical War: What Does It Mean? 


Why Man Is A Killer 
Man At The Point Of Choice 


2 to 5pm 


Dr Patricia Lindsay 
John Cookson 
Norman MacDonald 
Nigel Calder 


DISCUSSION: TEA 


Framework for Disarmament: 5.30 to 7.30pm 


Solution of Conflict 


Peace-Keeping And Peace-Making 


The Negotiation Process 


Dr John Burton 
Cecil Evans 
Sir Michael Wright 


DISCUSSION 


Focus on Us: 


7.30 to 8.30pm 


Discussion On What Can Be Done 
To Further Disarmament 


Chairmen: Arthur Hewlett 
and Philip Noel-Baker MP 


sponsored By 


Friends Peace & International 
Relations Committee 

Friends House 

Euston Road NW1 


United Nations 
Association 

93 Albert Embankment 
London SE1 


ers 


November 1967 the names of two 
high officials supposedly working on 
behalf of the Indians (one of them on 
Agrarian Reform) who had in their 
possession maps showing land sold 
clandestinely to American purchasers, 
with “arrows indicating areas with 
rich gold mines and other mineral 
deposits, forest areas, air-fields, and 
air-routes ”’. 


Where outright slaughter of Indians, 
to gain their land, has been impos- 
sible or unwise, foreign developers 
have used more _ sophisticated 
methods of population control. Last 
year, the Brazilian Minister for Home 
Affairs was so disconcerted at 
surreptitious interference by America 
in his country’s affairs that he con- 
demned it as an “ accelerated process 
of aggression ”’. 


Earlier in the same year, medical 
students from the University of 
Goias discovered Presbyterian medi- 
cal missionaries inserting intra- 
uterine devices into women living 
near the Belem-Brasilia highway— 
presumably to reduce, and ultimately 
eradicate, the population in this 
highly under-populated area which 
constitutes the largest well-watered 
region yet unsettled. 


A Parliamentary Inquiry later found 
that a group of Americans had been 
using a converted B-26 Bomber to 
smuggle radio-active minerals out of 
the country, utilising a network of 
clandestine air-fields, and at one 
point, the services of the Presbyterian 
mission plane itself! 


And in Autumn 1967, according to 
Senator Marcelo Alecar, in an inter- 
view in Correiro Da Manha on 2 
October 1967, “a certain Stanley 
Seling, who owns some_ 650,000 
hectares of land in Goias, revealed 
... that the Pentagon was implicated 
in a plan to obtain properties in 
Brazil in case the United States were 
to engage in a war of catastrophic 
proportions for its own territory ”. 


Yet another proposal, by the Hudson 
Institute of New York, to create a 
series of inland lakes on the Amazon 
—one of which would flood the 
ancient Indian city of Manaus—was, 
according to Brazilian Senator Mario 
Martins, also part of a plan “to use 
the area either for re-settling Ameri- 
can blacks or as a refuge after 
nuclear war”. (David Epstein, Libera- 
tion News Service, 15 March 1968.) 


Guaranteed Rights 


Nobody knows exactly how many 
Indians are !eft in Brazil. Estimates 
have varied widely over the years, 
but a reasonable guess would put 
the total, when European immigrants 
first arrived over 400 years ago, at 
between one-and-a-half and two-and- 
a-half million. 


Compare this with the 1955 census 
estimate of 150,000 ‘souls ’—of 
whom 100,000 were under direct con- 
trol of the SPI. Darcy Ribiero and 
Claude Levi-Strauss themselves be- 
lieve that 100 tribes ‘“‘ died out” be- 
tween 1900 and 1950. 


A semi-official figure, produced at the 
time of the Figueiredo Report, gave 
90,000 as an estimate. When one con- 
siders what has been done to the 
Indians in the last dozen years, the 
extermination of about 60,000 tribes- 
people since the last census does not 
seem a wild supposition. At the 
present rate, we can expect all the 
Indians to be dead—-or thoroughly 
miscegenated—by 1980. 


What then is to be done? The first 
onus lies clearly on the Brazilian 
Government. Claude  Levi-Strauss, 
who himself reported the massacre of 
Patachos Indians over 30 years ago, 
has written a moving plea to 
President Costa E Silva, urging 
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action on humanist rather than 


humanitarian grounds. 


By the same token, as Vilma Chiara 
points out, no Administration can 
adequately preserve the rights of 
people whom it refuses to regard as 
any more than “minors” or “ child- 
ren’. And even less can it help those 
whom, via the new Indian Foundation 
set up to replace the SPI, it is trying 
to fit into an “ economic pattern ”. 


Fundamental rights for a virtually 
defenceless minority group have to be 
absolutely guaranteed. However 
laudable in principle, it is no good in 
practice to establish Indian reserva- 
tions (there are some now) if they 
can be appropriated at any future 
time in the interests of development 
or “ the nation ”. 


Possible Solution 


The second onus is on ourselves. 
Many farmers, politicians, and de- 
velopers in Brazil (and throughout 
Latin America) will do nothing to 
save the Indians—unless they can get 
some benefit from enslaving them. 
They will continue to regard them as 
sub-human, or as animals. 


Some of the crimes reported by 
Figueiredo were literally bestialities, 
the kind of things men do to animals, 
and are doing to elephants and 
kangaroos in Africa and the 
Australian outback at this moment. 
Men who are accustomed to treating 
other people as disposable nuisances 
will not easily change their attitudes 
by rational argument. 


So at present the developers have the 
upper hand and a good part of the 
argument. They can point out, for 
example, that roughly 3% of 
Brazilians, including the tribal 
Indians and_half-castes, occupy no 
less than 59% of the land (ie. 
Amazonas) while many of the rest are 
forced to live in some of the worst 
overcrowded slums in the world (e.g. 
Sao Paulo). 


They can go on to argue that many 
of the tribal bands (e.g. the Xingus) 
will as soon attack a stranger as talk 
with him: that the common denomin- 
ators of our own “ civilised” way of 
living are raw materials, obtained by 
bloodshed and invasion, from the 
more primitive areas of the world. 
We may refrain from buying South 
African oranges or Californian table : 
grapes, but which of us will boycott 
coffee (Brazil supplies 40% of world- 
production) or rubber? 


Such arguments can be countered, as 
they were in the early days of the 
movement for the abolition of the 
slave trade. But we now have far less 
time than the early abolitionists, and 
far larger counter-forces to combat. 


There is only one possible solution. 
By raising the matter constantly in 
our own groups, and by consistent 
pressure on member-nations of the 
UN, we must compel not only Brazil, 
but all the Governments in South 
America, to guarantee absolute rights 
of land and life to their indigenous 
peoples, to establish adequate 
machinery for this, and to reject all 
outside “interests” which might 
compromise such a guarantee. 

In one real sense, the prelude to 
nuclear war is now being played out 
in the jungles and savannah of Cen- 
tral Brazil. We ignore it at our peril. 


Missing Letters? 


Letters have had to be held over till 
next week for lack of space. We 
apologise for any disappointment 
caused to readers.—Eds. 


ee Tynan, in last Sunday’s 

server, makes the’usual sort of 
sophistitated—furr at the expense 
of contemporary Chinese “ pop 
songs”. At least, he says they are 
pop songs: though clearly any 
comparison with the Beatles or 
Bob Dylan is absurd. 


Indeed, as he reports these lyrics, 
in the usual sort of sub-Arthur- 
Waley Sino-English, they do seem 
daft enough. But if we regard 
them, not as popular entertain- 
ment, but as “ aenmevonel Ss 
propaganda in verse, they take on 
an altogether different resonance 
-~and one that is not so far re- 
moved from our own literary 
traditions as to be as comical as 
all that. 


In order to make my own small 
contribution to the understanding 
of what the Chinese are up to 
(and I am certainly no Maoist) I 
have—pretty | superficially—re- 
translated Tynan’s translations 
into the sort of prosody and 
imagery in vogue in_ Britain 
(more particularly Scotland) 
early in the 17th Century. 


Mao, of course, becomes Jehovah 
(under various aliases)—Peking 
becomes Sion—the Thoughts be- 
come The Decalogue—and so on. 


* * * 


1. TYNAN VERSION 


Chairman Mao, put on your 
olive-green uniform, 

March onwards for two million 
five hundred thousand miles. 


ARDEN VERSION 


In leaf-green raiment shall He 
march 

Two million miles and more: 

Go forth, ye Godly Hosts, Our 
Lord 

Exhorts you to His War! 
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** THERE’S an uneasy truce/Between men 
and women’’/ My wife coldly said./But 
when I took her up to bed,/There was a 


John Arden’s 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


STARRING 


Chairman Mao 


as Jehovah! 


2. TYNAN VERSION 


The love of parents is not 
greater than the love of 
Chairman Mao. 

No matter how good a society 
is, none is better than the 
Socialist ideal. 


ARDEN VERSION 


Not father’s love nor mother’s 
shall 

Exceed the Love that’s spread 

For us by our dread Lord above 

O’er each Elected Head. 

The heathen shall exalt their 
pride 

And dev’lish lust in vain: 

The Children of Jerusalem 

Bring all their joy to pain. 

. TYNAN VERSION 


Warriors like to read the three 
old articles, 

Mainly in order to extend 
thought. 

Next that loyalty towards the 
party shall never alter. 


oo 


close alliance,/ A sure campaign: and 
then,/A warm and easy peace.’’ Sample 
poem from ‘' The Green Man” by Norman 
Iles—16s, from 381 Marine Road, More- 
cambe, Lancs. 


TRAIN to be an earning writer at home, 
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4. 


Each Soldier of the Living God 

With stern Obedience read 

The Ten Commandments of 
His Love: 

And your Devotion speed! 

Extend the Fervour of His 
praise 

And draw your Chosen 
Sword— 

Smite hard the Moabite 
forthwith 

And spread the Glorious Word! 


TYNAN VERSION 


Chairman Mao’s quotations 
are for us, 

We hold them in our arms. 

How sweet his thoughts are, 

As if we had been transported 
to Peking 

With Chairman Mao by our 
side. 


ARDEN VERSION 


The Word of God is ours to hold 

Enclasped in our arms: 

How sweet to hear His Noble 
Word 

That guards us from all harm. 

To Sion Hill it is as though 

We were transported hence: 

The Lord of Hosts our strong 
Bulwark, 

Our Shield and our Defence. 


If you try singing these stanzas 
to suitable Calvinist hymn-tunes, 
you will see what I mean. I do 
not wish to over-rate the poetical 
value of such militant exercises: 
but we should remember that 300 
years of ideological deflation have 
destroyed the original impact of 
this sort of imagery for us today. 


The Chinese, however, have only 
been subjected to it for a single 
generation. There was, after all, 


a 


time when Blood and Fire on 


the Salvation Army’s banner 


really did 


send a shiver up 
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BRASILIA—The Queen and 
President Costa E Silva of 
Brazil share a toast to British- 
Brazilian friendship during 
Her Majesty’s recent visit to 
South America. The Queen’s 
visit was timed to coincide 
with an upsurge of British 
business in Brazil. This year 
two-way trade between the 
countries has been greater 
than for many years. And next 
year sees the first British 
Industrial Fair in Brazil for 
nearly half a century. Trade 
Revival or Indian Survival: 
Which is it to be? 


Special Issue: Documents By 


; LEVI-STRAUSS 
enocide VILMA CHIARA 


In Brazil ROGER MOODY 


